INTRODUCTION                             xiii
"Orator" Henley, writing some years after its appearance,1 still
took the same line.
Mr Theobald in his Shakespear Restored, convicted Mr Pope of
Ignorance, both of Shakespear, which He pretended to pub-
lish, and of the English Tongue, in numerous Instances. Mr
Pope's little Bag of Gholer burst within him on his sinking in
Reputation, by that Attack of Mr. Theobald, and he wrote a
Dunciad to blacken all that knew he was prov'd an Ignoramus,
that is, all Mankind.
But important as Shakespeare Restored is in any discussion of the
origins of the Dunciad, it must not be made to account for every-
thing. If, as has been suggested, the beginnings of the poem may
be traced to a date earlier than 1726, Theobald cannot be held
solely responsible for Pope's satire. Before that date Theobald had
given too little offence to Pope, and had himself been too little in
the public eye, to be celebrated as King of the Dunces. If some
version of the Dunciad existed as early as 1725, the poem in that
earlier form had almost certainly some other hero.
In March 1726 Swift came to England, and spent the next
few months with Pope at Twickenham! Swift's connection with the
Dunciad is important. If we are to believe his own account,* it was
he who "put Mr Pope on writing the poem, called the Dunciad."
Pope's version of what had occurred is rather different. He no-v
where admits that it was Swift who gave him the idea of writing
such a poem, but he willingly allows Swift much of the credit for
the poem that he eventually wrote A" Without you," he tells him,
"it had never been"*\ and in a note added to the Dunciad in 1729
he is more specific* 9
Dr Swift . . . may be said in a sort to be Author of the
Poem: For when He, together with Mr Pope . . . determin'd
to own the most trifling pieces in which they had any hand,
and to destroy all that remained in their power, the first sketch
of .this poem was snatch'd from the fire by Dr Swift, who per-
suaded his friend to proceed in it, and to him it was therefore
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